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Title 

(alphabetically 

ordered) 

Director Year Country 
Length 

(minutes) 
Genre Plot 

Hyperlink to 

the trailer 

52 Tuesdays 
Sophie 

Hyde 
2013 Australia 109 

Coming-of-age 

Drama 

The film follows a sixteen-year-old 

girl as she explores her sexuality 

and navigates her changing 

relationship with a parent as they 

transition. 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=1fl

KS0ReLwE 

56 
Marco 

Huertas 
2016 

Spain, 

Norway, 

Madagascar 

28 
Documentary 

drama 

“Three children struggle to get 56 

kg of rice: the cost of going to 

primary school in Soavinarivo, a 

small village in the Madagascar 

inland.” – IMDb 

https://vimeo.

com/1412911

18  

Alyonka Boris Barnet 1961 
Soviet 

Union 
86 Comedy 

Set in 1955, when many Russians 

migrated to Kazakhstan, the film 

depicts a trip back from the frontier 

to the canal. Told from the 

perspective of a 13-year-old girl 

named Alyonka. 

This film is 

copyright-

free and 

available to 

watch at: 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=6N

V9y-Pg96w 

https://www.qmul.ac.uk/clpn
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1flKS0ReLwE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1flKS0ReLwE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1flKS0ReLwE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1flKS0ReLwE
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American 

History X 
Tony Kaye 1998 US 119 Crime drama 

Changed by the experience of 

imprisonment, a former neo-Nazi 

man tries to stop his brother 

following the same path. The film 

shows how the influence and death 

of their father influence as well as 

his death led to the brother’s racist 

views. 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=Xf

QYHqsiN5g  

An Angel at 

My Table 

Jane 

Campion 
1990 

Australia, 

New 

Zealand, 

UK 

158 
Autobiographical 

drama 

Based on autobiographies of Janet 

Frame, the film portrays her at 

different stages of her life. Initially 

a brilliant child who suffered many 

tragedies such as being 

misdiagnosed with schizophrenia to 

electroshock therapy to finally 

becoming a literary success. 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=_iS

ZAcAwk2I  

Arna’s 

Children 

Juliano Mer 

Khamis, 

Danniel 

Danniel 

2004 
Israel, 

Netherlands 
84 Documentary 

Shot over ten years, the 

documentary follows a children’s 

theatre group in Palestine, founded 

by an Israeli Jewish activist, as they 

commit to protecting their 

community from the Israeli army. 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=Bzq

Rt-XwV9Q 

Au revoir les 

enfants 
Louis Malle 1987 France 104 

Autobiographical 

drama 

A student in a French boarding 

school meets three new students. 

Unbeknown to him, they are Jews 

evading capture from the Nazis. A 

priest attempts to shelter the 

children from the Holocaust.  

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=lSP

Wn6IsnDM  

  

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BzqRt-XwV9Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BzqRt-XwV9Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BzqRt-XwV9Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BzqRt-XwV9Q
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


Bacha Posh  
Aleksandr 

Avilov 
2016 German 26 Documentary 

Bacha Posh translates to “dressed 

up as a boy”. Bacha Posh girls do 

this to access the rights and freedom 

that men in Afghan society enjoy at 

the price of their identity. This 

documentary details some of their 

stories. 

This film is 

copyright-

free and 

available to 

watch at: 

https://rtd.rt.c

om/films/she

-is-my-son/  

Bicycle 

Thieves 

Vittorio De 

Sica 
1948 Italy 89 Drama 

Antonio, an unemployed man, 

finally gets a job hanging up 

posters, where he must have his 

own bicycle. After the bicycle gets 

stolen, he and his son are forced to 

walk the streets of Rome to find it.  

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=H2

P4xo9kmPM  

Billy Elliot 
Stephen 

Daldry 
2000 UK 110 Comedy-drama 

A working-class boy discovers his 

passion for ballet. He tries to 

convince his father of his ambitions 

as a dancer. 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=ph

CEwSmHpO

E  

Breath 
Narges 

Abyar 
2016 Iran 112 Fantasy Drama 

Bahareh, a young girl, lives with 

her father and grandmother in Iran 

in the 1970s. An avid reader, she 

uses dreams and fantasies to 

understand the pain and suffering 

surrounding her. 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=cqb

hDbex5CA 

Broker 
Hirokazu 

Kore-eda 
2022 South Korea 129 

Comedy, Crime, 

Drama 

A young mother who reconsiders 

abandoning her baby discovers a 

scheme involving the selling of 

infants on the adoption black 

market. 

https://www.i

mdb.com/vid

eo/vi3170681

369/ 
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Call Me by 

Your Name  

Luca 

Guadagnino 
2017 

Italy, US, 

France, 

Brazil 

132 Romance, Drama 

Set in 1983 in Northern Italy, a 

romantic relationship develops 

between a 17-year-old student (Elio 

Perlman) and a 24-year-old man 

(Oliver) who works as a research 

assistant to Elio’s father.  

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=Z9

AYPxH5NT

M  

Capernaum 
Nadine 

Labaki 
2018 Lebanon 126 Drama 

A 12-year-old boy serves a 5-year 

prison sentence whilst at the same 

time attempting to sue his parents 

for neglect. 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=UL

Uo0048xZE  

Children of 

Men 

Alfonso 

Cuarón 
2006 

UK, US, 

Japan 
109 Action, thriller 

In 2027, it has been 18 years since 

the last birth of a child. A former 

activist tries to transport a 

miraculously pregnant woman to a 

sanctuary at sea. 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=2V

T2apoX90o  

Children in the 

Wind 

Hiroshi 

Shimizu 
1937 Japan 88 Drama 

Sampei leads a gang of children 

until his father is imprisoned. Then 

he is sent to live with his uncle 

where he contemplates how to 

escape. 

This film is 

copyright-

free and 

available to 

watch at: 

https://archiv

e.org/details/

kaze-no-

naka-no-

kodomo 
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Close 
Lukas 

Dhont 
2022 

Belgium, 

Netherlands, 

France 

104 Drama 

“The intense friendship between 

two 13-year-old boys Leo and Remi 

suddenly gets disrupted. Struggling 

to understand what has happened, 

Léo approaches Sophie, Rémi's 

mother. "Close" is a film about 

friendship and responsibility.” - 

IMDb 

https://www.i

mdb.com/vid

eo/vi1868153

369  

Come and See 
Elem 

Klimov 
1985 

Soviet 

Union 
142 Anti-war 

“After finding an old rifle, a young 

boy joins the Soviet resistance 

movement against ruthless German 

forces and experiences the horrors 

of World War II.” – IMDb 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=UH

aSQU-4wss  

Crows 

Dorota 

Kedzierzaw

ska 

1994 Poland 66 Drama 

After being neglected by her 

mother, a girl aged about 10 years 

kidnaps a 3-year-old girl and tries to 

care for her. 

https://vimeo.

com/8977793

9 

Cuties (French: 

“Mignonnes”) 

Maïmouna 

Doucouré 
2020 France 96 Drama 

A Senegalese-French girl is torn 

between her traditional Muslim 

upbringing and internet culture 

when she joins a dance crew. The 

film seeks to criticise the hyper 

sexualization of pre-adolescent 

girls. 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=fE

VQ6HwBflg  

East of Salinas 

Jackie Mow, 

Laura 

Pacheco 

2016 US 72 Documentary  

Jose, an bright undocumented child 

dreaming of being someone, 

realises the obstacles in his path due 

to where he was born. The film 

explore his relationship with his 

dedicated teacher. 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=m7

hugjd3yJI  
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Echoes of the 

Rainbow 

Alex Law 

Kai-Yui 
2010 Hong Kong  117 

Comedy, Drama, 

Romance 

In 1969, the eldest son of a 

working-class family, who is a star 

student and athlete, falls ill with 

leukemia. 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=e5d

mChftfZs 

Fanny and 

Alexander 

Ingmar 

Bergman 
1982 Sweden 188 Period drama 

The film focuses on two siblings 

whose father dies. Their mother 

remarries a bishop who becomes 

abusive and controlling towards the 

siblings due to their vivid 

imagination. The rest of their rather 

large family try to aid them and 

their mother. 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=Iks

zXVEUHco  

Farah: Scarred 

by Gaza’s War 

Farheen 

Umar 
2016 Qatar 48 Documentary 

Three-year-old Farah is injured 

during a military attack that kills 

her family. She travels to the USA 

to receive medical treatment and is 

taken in by an Arab-American 

family with whom she forms a close 

bond. 

https://www.

aljazeera.com

/program/al-

jazeera-

world/2016/7

/27/farah-

scarred-by-

gazas-war/ 

Farha 
Darin J. 

Sallam 
2021 

Jordan, 

Sweden, 

Saudi 

Arabia 

92 Historical Drama 

Farha, a 14-year-old Palestinian 

girl, dreams of pursuing higher 

education in the city. While locked 

in a pantry, she witnesses an event 

that threatens her dream and 

changes the future of her country. 

https://www.i

mdb.com/vid

eo/vi8321564

1 

Flee 
Jonas Poher 

Rasmussen 
2021 Denmark 89 

Animated 

documentary 

Amin shares his hidden past of 

fleeing his home country 

Afghanistan and going to Denmark 

as a child refugee. 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=Wz

UVeuX1u04  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e5dmChftfZs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e5dmChftfZs
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Forbidden 

Games 

René 

Clément 
1952 France 86 Drama, war 

“A young French girl orphaned in a 

Nazi air attack is befriended by the 

son of a poor farmer, and together 

they try to come to terms with the 

realities of death.” – IMDb 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=6_

m00tBc1I4  

Freedom Is 

Paradise 

Sergei 

Bodrov 
1989 

Soviet 

Union 
76 Drama 

“An independent young boy living 

in a prison-like state children’s 

home escapes multiple times, 

searching for his imprisoned 

father.” – IMDb 

https://cgiii.c

om/cgiiibase/

item/freedom

-is-paradise  

I Am Greta  
Nathan 

Grossman 
2020 

Sweden, 

UK, US, 

Germany 

97 Documentary 

Teenager Greta Thunberg wants 

global change to get people to start 

taking action to stop climate 

change, before it is too late. 

https://www.i

mdb.com/vid

eo/vi4654861

05 

I Was Born, 

But… 

Yasujirō 

Ozu 
1932 Japan 100 Comedy 

The Yoshi family relocate to Tokyo 

where the children join a local gang 

and become its leaders after initially 

being bullied by the previous 

leader. After seeing their father act 

in a subservient manner towards his 

boss, the children feel a sense of 

injustice. 

This film is 

copyright-

free and 

available to 

watch at: 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=GTl

GyJKQjRM 

I Wish 
Hirokazu 

Kore-eda 
2011 Japan 127 Drama 

A twelve-year-old boy, separated 

from his brother by their parents’ 

divorce, witnesses two trains pass 

each other at top speed and starts to 

believe in miracles. 

https://www.i

mdb.com/vid

eo/vi4040711

93 
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Ivan’s 

childhood 

Andrei 

Tarkovsky 
1962 

Soviet 

Union 
94 War drama 

“During WWII, Soviet orphan Ivan 

Bondarev strikes up a friendship 

with three sympathetic Soviet 

officers while working as a scout 

behind the German lines.” IMDb 

This film is 

copyright-

free and 

available to 

watch at: 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=6Ln

b1bI0VIk 

Jojo Rabbit 
Taika 

Waititi 
2019 

US, New 

Zealand, 

Czech 

Republic 

108 Comedy-drama 

A 10-year-old Hitler-Youth 

member discovers his mother is 

hiding a Jewish girl in the attic, 

leading him to question his beliefs.  

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=tL4

McUzXfFI  

Kes Ken Loach 1969 UK 112 Drama 

Billy, a boy from a dysfunctional 

working-class family, finds 

fulfillment adopting a kestrel and 

training it in falconry.  

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=BG

cllKvfnYs  

Killa 
Avinash 

Arun 
2014 India 107 Comedy, Drama 

An 11-year-old Indian boy who has 

just lost his father is forced to adapt 

to a new school in a small village. 

https://www.i

mdb.com/vid

eo/vi3797794

585/ 

Kramer vs. 

Kramer 

Robert 

Benton 
1979 US 105 Legal drama 

Ted and Joanna Kramer go through 

a divorce and a custody battle for 

their 6-year-old child Billy. As 

Joanna Kramer leaves both Ted and 

Billy, Ted is left to build a 

relationship with his son after 

neglecting him for years in pursuit 

of his profession as a Manhattan 

advertising executive. 

https://www.i

mdb.com/vid

eo/vi2588606

489  

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
https://www.imdb.com/video/vi3797794585/
https://www.imdb.com/video/vi3797794585/
https://www.imdb.com/video/vi3797794585/
https://www.imdb.com/video/vi3797794585/
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


Los Olvidados 

(known in 

English as 

“The Young 

and the 

Damned”) 

Luis Buñel 1950 Mexico 76 Crime drama 

A group of destitute children live in 

the slums of Mexico. Over time, 

young Pedro becomes gradually 

corrupted by the others. 

https://www.i

mdb.com/vid

eo/vi9100828

41  

M Fritz Lang 1931 Germany 111 Thriller, Crime 

A serial killer who preys on 

children called Hans Beckert 

becomes the focus of a manhunt by 

both the police and criminals as a 

result of his heinous crimes. 

https://www.i

mdb.com/vid

eo/vi6058634

49  

This film is 

copyright-

free and 

available to 

watch at: 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=Td

SL9FvCv0U  

Machuca  
Andrés 

Wood 
2004 

Chile, 

Spain, UK, 

France 

121 Drama 

In 1973, two 12-year-old Chilean 

children who are from different 

social classes become friends. The 

film is set against the social and 

political tensions in Chile, which 

ultimately led to the 1973 coup 

d'état. 

https://www.i

mdb.com/vid

eo/vi8936333

05/  
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Madame Rosa 
Moshé 

Mizrahi 
1977 France 105 Drama 

Auschwitz-survivor and retired sex 

worker Madame Rosa looks after 

the children of other sex workers. 

With her health declining, she tries 

to return the children back to their 

parents. However, she grows 

attached to Momo, an unclaimed 

child whose parents disappeared 

years ago.   

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=S4

MmeUHQQv

A  

Mina Walking 
Yosef 

Baraki 
2015 

Canada, 

Afghanistan 
110 Drama 

A twelve-year-old girl’s 

responsibility as the main 

breadwinner for her family 

interferes with her education. 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=P3t

25bXLjPI 

Moonlight 
Barry 

Jenkins 
2016 US 111 Drama 

A boy faces challenges concerning 

his identity and sexuality. The film 

tracks his childhood, adolescence, 

and early adult life.  

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=9NJ

j12tJzqc  

Mustang 

Deniz 

Gamze 

Ergüven 

2015 Turkish 97 Drama 

Five sisters push the boundaries of 

the conservative society they have 

been raised in. Displeased, their 

grandmother restricts their 

movement to and from the house, 

replacing school work with 

household chores and arranging 

their marriages. The sisters unite in 

their pursuit of freedom. 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=rU9

JAN8LtIk 
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My Sister’s 

Keeper 

Nick 

Cassavetes 
2009 

United 

States 
110 Drama 

In an effort to save the life of their 

two-year-old daughter diagnosed 

with leukemia, two parents 

conceive a ‘savior sibling’, Anna. 

At the age of thirteen, Anna fights 

for medial emancipation in order to 

gain agency over her body. 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=dV

pcAu9Lo0Y 

Nobody Knows 
Hirokazu 

Kore-eda 
2004 Japan 141 Drama 

“In a small Tokyo apartment, 12-

year-old Akira must care for his 

younger siblings after their mother 

leaves them and shows no sign of 

returning.” – IMDb 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=o8

COIEaleR8  

Off White Lies Maya Kenig 2011 Israel 86 Drama 

Following the outbreak of the 2006 

Lebanon War, a father and daughter 

pose as refugees from Northen 

Israel with the hopes of being taken 

in by a wealthy family. The pair 

work on their relationship while the 

threat of exposure looms. 

https://www.i

mdb.com/vid

eo/vi1142863

897 

Pan’s 

Labyrinth 

Guillermo 

del Toro 
2006 Spain 120 Fantasy 

In 1944, five years after the Spanish 

Civil War, a stepdaughter of a 

sadistic army officer explores a 

maze. She encounters a mythical 

creature who tells her of her 

destiny. To return to her real father 

she must complete three tasks. 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=Ac

HasH-nLhU  

Persepolis  

Marjane 

Sartapi, 

Vincent 

Paronnaud 

2007 France, Iran  96 

Animated 

autobiographical 

drama 

An outspoken young girl becoming 

a teenager during the Iranian 

Revolution. 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=3P

XHeKuBzPY  
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Precious Lee Daniels 2009 US 110 Drama 

In Harlem, an illiterate 16-year-old 

girl is pregnant with her second 

child after being by her absent 

father Carl. She is invited to attend 

an alternative school in the hope of 

achieving a better life. 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=urF

Y3jp759c  

Private 

Peaceful 

Pat 

O’Connor 
2012 UK 102 War Drama 

Thomas Peaceful recounts his life 

experience from childhood to the 

situation he finds himself in. He 

speaks of his relationship with his 

brother, his love of a girl called 

Molly and the impact of World War 

I. 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=PU

oA8njBZVA  

Putaani Party 
Ramchandra 

P. N. 
2009 India 78 Drama 

A group of elected child 

representatives tries to pressure the 

government to react to various 

social issues. 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=RY

bwGWjmo_

Q  

Rabbit-Proof 

Fence 

Phillip 

Noyce 
2002 Australia 94 

Biographical 

drama 

Three Aboriginal girls are taken 

from their family to be trained as 

domestic servants as part of 

government policy. They escape 

and travel across the outback to 

return to their community while 

being pursued by authorities. 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=Lbn

k8wSVMaM  

Room  
Lenny 

Abrahamson 
2015 

Canada, 

Ireland, UK, 

US 

118 Drama  

A young woman who has been held 

captive for seven years has a son 

born into captivity. They finally 

gain their freedom, allowing the 

boy to experience the outside world 

for the very first time.  

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=E_

Ci-pAL4eE  
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Schooling the 

World 

 

Carol Black 
2010 US, India 66 Documentary 

The film investigates education and 

its effects on the world’s last 

sustainable Indigenous cultures. 

This film is 

copyright-

free and 

available to 

watch at: 

http://carolbl

ack.org/scho

oling-the-

world  

Set Me Free 
Tae-yong 

Kim 
2014 South Korea 108 

Coming-of-age 

Drama 

A teenager insincerely promises to 

become a priest in order to retain 

his place in the group home where 

he grew up. Over the course of the 

film his friendships are tested and 

he is confronted by his father when 

his younger brother is also checked 

into the group home. 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=IIjft

bPkg8E 

Severn, the 

Voice of Our 

Children  

Jean-Paul 

Jaud 
2010 France 120 Documentary 

A 12-year-old named Severn at the 

Rio de Janeiro International Earth 

Summit in 1992 condemns the 

destruction of the environment. 16 

years later, Severn who is now an 

adult expecting her first child 

addresses how humans must look 

after the environment. 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=466

Q7IXS4O4  

Shoplifters 
Hirokazu 

Kore-eda 
2018 Japan 121 Drama 

A family relying on shoplifting take 

in a child they find outside in the 

cold. 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=938

2rwoMiRc  
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Shopping 

Mark 

Albiston, 

Louis 

Sutherland 

2013 
New 

Zealand 
98 

Coming-of-age 

drama 

A mixed race Samoan New 

Zealander boy unintentionally 

becomes an accessory to a robbery. 

Tempted by the kinship found in a 

gang and the opportunity to escape 

his violent father, he must choose 

between moving on, or staying 

behind to take care of his younger 

brother. 

https://www.i

mdb.com/vid

eo/vi1894688

281 

Skies Above 

Hebron: 

Growing up 

Palestinian in 

the occupied 

West Bank 

Esther 

Hertog and 

Paul King 

2021 Netherlands 48 Documentary 

The film follows three Palestinian 

teenage boys over the course of five 

years, documenting the realities of 

growing up in the occupied West 

Bank city of Hebron. 

The 

documentary 

is available 

to watch at:  

https://www.

aljazeera.com

/program/wit

ness/2021/5/

12/skies-

above-

hebron-

growing-up-

palestinian-

in-occupied-

west-bank 

Stolen 

Generations 

Darlene 

Johnson 
2000 Australia 52 Documentary 

A film about the Australian 

government’s removal of 

Aboriginal children from their 

families. 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=t8x

CLKGFcA0  
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System Crasher 
Nora 

Fingscheidt 
2019 Germany 120 Drama 

A violent 9-year-old wants to be 

back at home with her mother. Yet, 

her mother fears and cannot handle 

her. The girl crashes Germany’s 

welfare system as child-service 

workers struggle to find her a home. 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=Njv

fqZLbyG8  

Take Care of 

Maya 

Henry 

Roosevelt 
2023 

United 

States 
103 

 

Documentary 

Ten-year-old Maya is admitted to 

hospital with a rare disease. During 

her time in hospital, concerns are 

raised regarding child welfare. 

Maya is put in state custody and her 

parents attempt to fight for her. 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=xz

AAPNIsxB0

&pp=ygUW

VGFrZSBD

YXJlIG9mIE

1heWEgMjA

yMw%3D%3

D&pbjreload

=102 

Talibe: The 

Least Favored 

Children of 

Senegal 

Daniela Kon 2011 US 57 Documentary 

Approximately 50,000 boys under 

the age of 12 enrolled in Islamic 

Schools in Senegal are forced to 

beg on the streets to fund their 

education.  

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=oW

QyzKsTiUw  

The 400 Blows 
François 

Truffaut 
1959 France 99 Drama 

A neglected and rebellious young 

boy enters a life of crime. 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=YA

VOlu8WP1Q  

The Babadook 
Jennifer 

Kent 
2014 Australia 94 Horror 

“A single mother and her child fall 

into a deep well of paranoia when 

an eerie children’s book titled 

‘Mister Babadook’ manifests in 

their home” – IMDb 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=k5

WQZzDRVt

w  
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The Boy in the 

Striped 

Pyjamas 

Mark 

Herman 
2008 US, UK 94 Historical Drama 

The film follows an 8-year-old boy 

named Bruno whose father is an SS 

officer in World War II. Bruno 

befriends a Holocaust prisoner of 

the same age. 

https://www.i

mdb.com/vid

eo/vi7515668

73/  

The Children 

Act 

Richard 

Eyre 
2017 UK 105 Drama 

A judge is deciding on a case 

involving a 17-year-old boy who 

refuses a blood transfusion because 

of religious reasoning. 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=kK

QkUcJioxU  

The Crossing Bai Xue 2018 China 99 drama 

A shy teenager in Shenzhen 

attending school in Hong Kong, 

gets drawn into smuggling black-

market smartphones in the hopes of 

saving money to fund her dream of 

travelling to Japan. 

https://www.i

mdb.com/vid

eo/vi2074045

69 

The Florida 

Project 
Sean Baker 2017 US 111 Drama 

A 6-year-old girl and her two 

friends embark on adventures while 

her mother and a motel manager try 

to protect the girls from the harsh 

realities surrounding them. 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=W

wQ-

NH1rRT4  

The Kid 
Charlie 

Chaplain 
1921 US 68  Comedy-drama 

Charlie Chaplains ‘Tramp’ 

character rescues and raises an 

abandoned baby. Five years later, 

their relationship is tested. 

This film is 

copyright-

free and 

available to 

watch at: 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=Lih

7_P_hdNg  
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The Life Ahead 
Edoardo 

Ponti 
2020 Italy 95 Drama 

A Holocaust survivor who runs a 

daycare business forms a friendship 

with a 12-year-old child who 

recently robbed her. 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=qz

DV7yfU4sA  

The Lowland  

Sepideh 

Salarvand, 

Aidin 

Halalzade 

2021 Iran 52 Documentary 

This film portrays undocumented 

Afghan children who work as 

garbage collectors in Tehran. They 

share their individual life 

experiences. 

https://mubi.c

om/films/the-

lowland/trail

er  

The Night 

They Came for 

Our Children 

Chiara 

Francavilla 
2023 

 United 

Kingdom 
52 

 

Documentary 

The documentary explores the harm 

of anti-slavery movements through 

the story of four Ghanaian children 

who were taken from their homes at 

gunpoint in the middle of the night. 

Labelled a rescue mission by an 

American charity, the children were 

relocated and their parents were left 

traumatized by their kidnapping. 

The 

documentary 

is available 

to watch at: 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=TK

HKjZ77RC0 

The Orphanage 
Shahrbanoo 

Sadat 
2019 

Denmark 

Afghanistan 
90 Drama 

In 1989, an Afghani teenage ticket 

scalper from Kabul is abruptly sent 

to a juvenile detention center. While 

coming to terms with his new 

environment, he dreams of 

Bollywood as a form of escapism. 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=AL

qHcOc9lhI 

The Outsiders 
Francis Ford 

Coppola 
1983 US 91 Drama 

A rivalry between two teen gangs of 

different economic status leads to 

the killing of one of them. At the 

same time, they contend with the 

difficulties brought about by the 

circumstances of their lives. 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=j4p

FHmSuHRQ  
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The Red 

Phallus 

Tashi 

Gyeltshen 
2018 Bhutan 82 Drama 

A sixteen-year-old Bhutanese girl 

navigates living with her traditional 

father as he discovers her romantic 

relationship with a married man 

from a lower social class. 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=zN

0KAEGIWJk 

The Spirit of 

the Beehive 
Victor Erice 1973 Spain 97 Drama 

“In 1940, after watching and being 

traumatized by the movie 

Frankenstein (1931), a sensitive 7-

year-old girl living in a small 

Spanish village drifts into her own 

fantasy world.” – IMDb 

https://www.i

mdb.com/vid

eo/vi4214603

545  

The Unseen 
Miroslav 

Janek 
1996 Poland 53 Documentary 

At a school for visually impaired 

children, students learn how to take 

photographs to capture their life 

from their point of view. 

This film is 

copyright-

free and 

available to 

watch at: 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=Gtt-

MxMTby8 

The War on 

Kids 

Cevin 

Soling 
2009 US 95 Documentary 

This documentary argues that US 

schools are authoritarian prison-like 

institutions failing to provide 

adequate education. 

https://www.i

mdb.com/vid

eo/vi4016833

049  

The White 

Ribbon 

Michael 

Haneke 
2009 Germany 144 Drama 

A baron, doctor, and a pastor rule 

over a German village before 

WW1, when a series of strange 

events occurs. The school teacher 

suspects some children are behind 

these incidents. 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=5KJ

KvvvxY74  
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The Yellow 

Balloon 

J. Lee 

Thompson 
1953 UK 78 Drama 

“In post-war London, a small boy 

who blames himself for the 

accidental death of a friend, falls 

under the bad influence of a street 

criminal.” – IMDb 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=s-

JvGvrBXwk 

To Kill a 

Mockingbird 

Robert 

Mulligan 
1962 US 129 Drama  

The film recounts the childhood 

experiences of a 6-year-old and her 

brother as their father defends a 

Black man falsely accused of raping 

a White woman. The trial exposes 

the children to the evils of racism 

and stereotyping.  

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=KR

7loA_oziY  

Tomboy 
Céline 

Sciamma 
2011 France 82 Drama 

A 10-year-old child named Laure 

moves to a new neighborhood who 

believe her to be a boy. Laure 

allows them to believe this, adopts 

the name Mickaël, and experiments 

with her gender presentation for the 

summer. 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=Jb-

Oys-IcWE  

Tomka and His 

Friends 

Xhanfise 

Keko 
1977 Albania 78 Drama 

When German soldiers establish a 

camp in the town stadium, Tomka, 

his friends and adults’ revolt 

through sabotage and espionage. 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=RU

U3zJfdOxs  

Tsotsi Gavin Hood 2005 
South 

Africa, UK 
95 Crime drama 

The film depicts six days in the 

violent life of a young thug who 

steals a car only to discover a baby 

in the back seat. 

https://www.i

mdb.com/vid

eo/vi1472332

057  
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Udaan 
Vikramadity

a Motwane 
2010 India 138 

Coming-of-age 

Drama 

A 16-year-old boy with dreams of 

being a writer returns home from 

boarding school and is forced to 

work in his oppressive father’s 

factory and study engineering. 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=wE

Jxe2bE-cE 

Under the 

Same Moon 

Patricia 

Riggen 
2007 Mexico, US 104 Drama 

A young Mexican boy, having been 

left behind by his mother, illegally 

travels to the US to find her after 

his grandmother dies. 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=9jC

ZgUiPixE  

Voices of 

Children 

Gustavo 

Amora 
2017 Brazil 24 Documentary 

Young children from different 

communities share their 

experiences. 

This film is 

copyright-

free and 

available to 

watch at: 

https://worldf

orumfoundati

on.org/worki

nggroups/chil

drens-

rights/screen-

film 

Waiting for 

Mamu 

Thomas 

Morgan, 

Francois 

Caillaud, 

Dan Chen 

2013 US, Nepal 40 Documentary 

This documentary explores 

situations where children are locked 

up with their parents in some parts 

of the world due to lacking a 

guardian. 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=9-

Fd1VBHkZ0  

We Need to 

Talk About 

Kevin 

Lynne 

Ramsay 
2011 UK, US 112 Thriller, drama 

Eva, a travel writer, struggles to 

bond and deal with her son who 

does increasingly dangerous things 

and ends up ultimately committing 

a heinous act. 

https://www.i

mdb.com/vid

eo/vi3341655

065  
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We Were 

Children 

Tim 

Wolochatiu

k 

2012 Canada 83 Documentary 

This documentary recounts the 

experiences of two Indigenous 

Canadian children who were placed 

in residential schools, where they 

endure years of emotional, sexual, 

and physical abuse. 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=9da

BqAddI_s  

Whale Rider Niki Caro 2002 
New 

Zealand 
101  Drama 

A boy selected to be the next tribe 

leader dies at birth. Aged 12, his 

twin sister challenges the 

convention that only males can 

become tribe leaders. 

https://www.i

mdb.com/vid

eo/vi4227596

569  

When I Saw 

You 

Annemarie 

Jacir 
2012 

Palestine, 

Jordan 
93 Drama 

In 1967, an 11-year-old Palestinian 

boy, having been separated from his 

father in the chaos of war, is 

seeking refuge in Jordan with his 

mother. Placed in ‘temporary’ 

refugee camps, he searches a way 

out. 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=tC

HijjRwChs 

Wild in the 

Streets 
Barry Shear 1968 US 97 Comedy-drama 

A rock singer who calls for the 

voting age to be lowered to 14 gains 

significant political influence.  

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=a3I

bGPUt6p4  

Yaaba 
Idrissa 

Ouedraogo 
1989 

Burkina 

Faso, 

Switzerland, 

France 

90 Drama 

A 10-year-old boy befriends an old 

woman who everyone calls a witch. 

After the boy’s cousin falls ill, she 

is the only one who can save him. 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=z2s

wWIqEA3s  
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Yellow Earth Chen Kaige 1984 China 89 Drama  

An idealistic communist soldier 

goes to the Chinese countryside to 

collect Folk songs. When he returns 

to the army, his speech of freedom 

is influential on a young girl who 

dreams of enlisting in the army. 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=sIh

uNRtGHtQ  

Yes God Yes 
Karen 

Maine 
2020 US 78 Comedy-drama 

A committed religious teenager 

battles with her sexual awakening. 

https://www.i

mdb.com/vid

eo/vi3624648

217   

Young Plato 

Declan 

McGrath, 

Neasa Ní 

Chianáin 

2022 UK 102 Documentary 

A headmaster seeks to change the 

lives of his students and community 

plagued with hardship such as 

poverty and drugs. The headmaster 

teaches his students about Ancient 

Greek philosophers to begin to 

question their situation that they 

find themselves in. 

https://young

plato.com/  

Zero for 

Conduct 
Jean Vigo 1933 France 41 Drama 

Four young boys at a repressive 

boarding school decide to rebel 

against the teachers and school for 

their repressive regime. 

This film is 

copyright-

free and 

available to 

watch at: 

https://www.

youtube.com/

watch?v=YU

kW1LBuQcg 
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