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"Should We Decentre the Human? A Negotiation of Power and Progress" 
 

Introduction 

The anthropocentric narrative, central to western thought for millennia, positions humanity as 

the pinnacle of creation, imbuing us with dominion over the natural world. Yet, the ecological 

crisis and the rise of artificial intelligence (AI) necessitate a critical re-evaluation of this 

dominant paradigm. This essay delves into the theoretical foundations of "decentring the 

human," exploring its philosophical underpinnings, evaluating its necessity in light of 

contemporary challenges, and proposing strategies for its practical implementation within a 

post-anthropocentric framework. 

 

Theoretical Foundations of Decentring the Human 

Deconstructing Anthropocentrism 

The Judeo-Christian concept of stewardship, while fostering environmental responsibility, still 

reinforces human exceptionalism. Similarly, Enlightenment philosophies, with their emphasis 

on human reason and mastery over nature, laid the groundwork for the environmental 

exploitation we witness today. Decentring the human necessitates dismantling these narratives 

and embracing a more nuanced ontology. 

 

Post-humanist Reconceptualization 

Posthumanism offers a framework for transcending the human-centric binary. Donna 

Haraway's concept of the "cyborg" underscores the blurring boundaries between human and 

machine, suggesting an emergent subjectivity that transcends traditional anthropocentrism. 

Karen Barad's theory of agential realism proposes an "intra-active" world where humans are 

not separate entities but entangled participants within a dynamic web of existence. 

 

Engaging Non-Western Epistemologies 

Indigenous knowledge systems, often grounded in a holistic view of the world, offer valuable 

insights. Viveiros de Castro's concept of "multinaturalism," for instance, recognizes the 

inherent perspectivism of all beings, human and non-human alike, challenging the 

anthropocentric notion of a singular, objective reality. 
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Evaluating the Need for Decentring 

Ecological Imperative 

The ecological crisis serves as a stark reminder of the limitations of anthropocentrism. 

Planetary boundaries have been breached, and the very systems that sustain life are under 

threat. Decentring the human compels us to acknowledge the intrinsic value of the natural 

world and prioritize its well-being. 

 

Ethical Quandaries of AI 

The development of advanced AI raises pressing ethical questions. As machines approach or 

even surpass human cognitive abilities, the traditional anthropocentric framework for moral 

decision-making becomes inadequate. Decentring the human necessitates exploring the ethical 

ramifications of AI and potentially incorporating non-human perspectives into decision-

making processes. 

 

Practical Approaches to Decentring 

Interdisciplinary Collaboration 

Decentring the human requires a concerted effort across various disciplines. Environmental 

science can inform policy for sustainable resource management, while philosophy and ethics 

guide the development of responsible AI. Additionally, integrating indigenous perspectives on 

environmental stewardship can promote ecological balance. 

 

Reimagining Governance 

Traditional governance structures, predicated on anthropocentrism, need revision. International 

treaties could incorporate the rights of non-human entities, such as ecosystems. Algorithmic 

governance can be developed with principles of ecological sustainability and ethical AI in 

mind. 

 

Technological Co-evolution 

Technology, both a driver and a potential solution, can play a crucial role. AI can be 

instrumental in ecological monitoring and data analysis, fostering a deeper understanding of 

interconnected ecosystems. However, we must ensure AI development serves the purpose of 

decentring the human, not bolstering anthropocentric control. 
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Conclusion 

Decentring the human is not a negation of our significance, but a reconceptualization of our 

place within a complex web of existence. It necessitates a paradigm shift – from mastery over 

nature to collaborative co-existence. By embracing a post-anthropocentric approach, informed 

by philosophical critique, interdisciplinary collaboration, and responsible technological 

development, we can forge a more sustainable and ethically sound future for all beings. This 

ongoing process might even redefine what it means to be human, fostering an era of 

interconnectedness and shared responsibility for the well-being of our planet. 

 

A variety of philosophical approaches, such as posthumanism (Donna Haraway, Karen Barad) 

and criticisms of anthropocentrism, served as the basis for this essay. It also integrates ideas 

from current debates on AI ethics as well as insights from indigenous knowledge systems 

(Viveiros de Castro).  
 


