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‘Q Queen Mary

University of London

Chair’s action

Semester dates 2020/21 (minutes 2018.102-2018.104)

A request to review the semester dates for 2020/21 arose from the Student Engagement Task and
Finish group, co-chaired by Professor Tony Michael and the Students’ Union. Student representatives
had shared concerns regarding the lack of time between the end of the Christmas vacation period
and the start of the examination period in January. It was suggested this anxiety could further be
heightened in 2020/21 as semester one exams were scheduled to begin on 4 January 2021.

In consultation with the Director of Student and Academic Affairs, the Deans for Education and the
Students’ Union officers, it was agreed to delay the start of each exam period by three days and offer
departmental study support options alongside organised Students’ Union events to ensure students
were better prepared for the examination period. In making this decision, the group considered the
impact of a delayed start to semester two teaching, delays to enrolment of January programmes
including study abroad students as well as the consequences of moving the summer exam period on
exam board processes, graduation and late summer resits.

The President and Principal approved the amendment to the term dates by Chair’s action on behalf
of Senate. It was necessary to consider this amendment before the March meeting of Senate in order
to ensure that Queen Mary met the Student Loans Company deadline of Friday 25 January 2020.

Trudy Mason
Deputy Academic Registrar
February 2020
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