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Dear friend 

  I wish you would give my compliments to Mr Johnson,
1
 and tell him I shall be 

obliged to him for a copy of my Letters to a Philosophical Unbeliever
2
 for Mr Fox,

3
 and 

of my two charts
4
 for Mr Jones,

5
 a clergyman who assists Mr Estlin

6
 in his school at 

Bristol. They may be sent directed to Mr Estlin. 

 As Mr Fox did not say he should be at liberty to read any thing of this kind till he 

should go into the country, I was in no haste to send them. The books I promised were the 

Letters, and History of Early Opinions,
7
 which I shall be obliged to you if you will take 

care to send. 

 I rejoice exceedingly at the account of the good state of your own health, and 

hope that, with care, it will continue to improve; and I think you may now consult your 

ease, and that, without engaging in any more laborious publications, will enable you to do 

more real good than than any undertaking that might be attended with risque to your 

health; as composition certainly would be. There is a time for all things. You have fought 

a good fight, and now the easier task of occasional conversation, in visiting, and being 

visited, will tend greatly to confirm the good impressions that have been made by your 

more strenuous exertions. I also look forward to the same natural period of labour, and 

expect to enjoy that, at your term of life as well, as I now do my greater activity. Your 

present duty is to consult your health, and //to// live as long, and as comfortably, as you 

can; for that alone will be attended with great utility to the common cause. To revise 

some of your Sermons will be an easy task, and a very useful one. 

 I have received a Letter from D
r
 Bancroft

8
 which my son is now copying, and 

which I wish you would take to Mr Nicholls
9
 for the Gentleman’s Magazine. If you think 

proper, read it first to D
r
 Heberden.

10
 

 There are two books that I wish much to have, and which I shall be much obliged 

to you if you will endeavour to -?- procure for me 1. The book of Consecration and 
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adorning priests and deacons.
11
 2. The Bishop of Llandaff’s tract,

12
 containing his 

Proposal for equalizing church livings. If you have them you could perhaps spare them 

for the present. 

 Mr Courtenay
13
 has sent one of his Letters to me.

14
 It is a piece of excellent 

humour, and will do good. 

 I am just returned from Heath, where I left all well, and grateful for your kind 

remembrances of them[.] My wife is pretty well, but there is still much room for 

amendment. She & Joseph
15
 desire their best respects. 

 Yours & M
rs
 Lindsey’s most affectionately 

 J Priestley 

 P.S. Miss Percivals
16
 and other company are in the -?- //house//[.] Tomorrow they 

go to see Oxford, and then return. 

 My daughter wishes much to have the Print in which we are represented as going 

to hell &c. I shall be obliged to you to buy it and put it to my account. She has the former 

in which we are in the same pulpit.
17
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