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German‘s „obsession“ (Kotthoff/Nübling 

2018: 19) with gender

▪ German as a grammatical gender language

- Ein neuer, freundlicher Lehrer [A new, friendly

teacher masc.] OR 

- Eine neue, freundliche Lehrerin [A new, friendly

teacher fem.] 
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Proposals of reform for a gender-

inclusive language

▪ Dual nominations (Lehrerinnen und Lehrer, 

LehrerInnen)

▪ Neutralisations (Lehrende, Lehrkraft) 

▪ Non-binary forms (Lehrer*innen, Lehrer:innen, 

Lehrer_innen, …) 
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Assumed styles of using „gendered“ 

language

▪ Traditional 

▪ Feminizing

▪ Non-binary

▪ Selectively gender-inclusive 
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Kotthoff 2020: 1 



Polarization and homogenization

Different practices – especially in media debates

– are homogenized, talking about „the gender

talk“ (cf. e.g Stein 2021; Krischke 2021; Schwab 2021; Bohr/Duhm/Focken/Pieper 

2021) vs. the „generic masculine“ (cf. Nübling/Kotthoff 2018: 

91f.) 
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Invention of the gender talk
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Feminizing

Non-binary

Selectively gender-

inclusive 

→ the gender talk

Traditional 

→ generic masculine

ʔ    *



Enregisterment

„processes, whereby distinct forms of speech

come to be socially recognized […] as indexical

of speaker attributes by a population of language

users“ (Agha 2005: 38)
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Spitzmüller‘s model of metapragmatic

positioning
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Spitzmüller (2013: 273) 

Translation on the

next slide



Spitzmüller‘s model of metapragmatic

positioning
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Corpus 

▪ Public radio (Deutschlandfunk) 

- 17 broadcasts: 11.2018 – 07.2021

- Debates, interviews, call-in-shows 

▪ Newspapers 

- Tageszeitung, Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, 

Süddeutsche Zeitung, Welt 

- 01.2021 – 05.2021
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Pro gender-inclusive language
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Generic
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Pro gender-inclusive language
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Contra gender-inclusive language
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Contra gender-inclusive language
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The gender

talk
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What is the use of these constructs? 

Primarily a socio-pragmatic one: 

The construction/invention of an identifiable

‚special language‘ enables social positioning

- Affirmation or distancing oneself
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Spitzmüller‘s model of metapragmatic

positioning
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Frequent topoi – pro 

▪ Effectivity

▪ Relevance

▪ Precision 

▪ Illustration 

▪ Truth 
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Frequent topoi – contra

▪ Inefficacy

▪ Irrelevance

▪ Feasibility

▪ Detachment from reality

▪ Coercion

▪ Majority

▪ Emphasis
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Conclusion

▪ „invention“ of the gender talk allows for social 

positioning towards the constructs
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Conclusion

▪ „invention“ of the gender talk allows for social 

positioning towards the constructs

▪ AND: discursive struggle over the sovereignty

of interpretation of the correct construct
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Conclusion

▪ „invention“ of the gender talk allows for social 

positioning towards the constructs

▪ AND: discursive struggle over the sovereignty

of interpretation of the correct construct

▪ Debates about language are debates about

indexicality and meta-indexicality (cf. Spitzmüller 2019: 

23)
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Outlook

▪ Larger corpus

▪ Guideline-based interviews

▪ Including further planes of analysis
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Genderbezogene Praktiken bei Personenreferenzen: 

Diskurs, Grammatik, Kognition
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Thanks to Hannah-Charlotte Bröder, Evelyn Ferstl, Helga Kotthoff, 

Damaris Nübling and Lisa Zacharski
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Thank you for your attention! 

Paul.meuleneers@germanistik.uni-freiburg.de

09.09.2022 "On the invention of the gender talk" - Attitudes towards gender-inclusive language 29


