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German‘s ,,0bsession* (Kotthoff/Niibling

2018: 19) with gender
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German as a grammatical gender language

- Ein neuer, freundlicher Lehrer [A new, friendly
teacher masc.] OR

- Eine neue, freundliche Lehrerin [A new, friendly
teacher fem |
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Proposals of reform for a gender-

Inclusive language

Dual nominations (Lehrerinnen und Lehrer,
Lehrerinnen)

Neutralisations (Lehrende, Lehrkraft)

Non-binary forms (Lehrer*innen, Lehrer:innen,
Lehrer_innen, ...)
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Assumed styles of using ,,gendered*

language
Traditional
Feminizing
Non-binary
Selectively gender-inclusive

Kotthoff 2020: 1

09.09.2022 "On the invention of the gender talk" - Attitudes towards gender-inclusive language

UNI

FREIBURG



UJUU"IN

Polarization and homogenization
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Different practices — especially in media debates
— are homogenized, talking about ,the gender

(11
talk (cf. e.g Stein 2021; Krischke 2021; Schwab 2021; Bohr/Duhm/Focken/Pieper

2021) VS. the ,generic masculine” (. nabling/kotthoff 2018:
91f) DA /&

rerium
“A Svmbolkampfe in der Sackgasse
Idee, mit dem Gend nchen eine diskriminierungsfreie Gesellschaft zu erzwingen, ist
geschelrerL Die Gendersprache schlierst zu viele aus.
ESSAY VON
DORTE STEIN
.

e\

Auch andere Redaktionen, die das Gendern eingefiihrt haben, -
berichten, dass sie sehr emotionale Reaktionen bekommen.
Wie erkldren Sie sich, dass das Sternchen so ein Reizthema

ict?
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Polarization and homogenization
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Different practices — especially in media debates
— are homogenized, talking about ,the gender

(11
talk (cf. e.g Stein 2021; Krischke 2021; Schwab 2021; Bohr/Duhm/Focken/Pieper

2021) VS. the ,,generic masculine” (. nubling/kotthoff 2018:
91f.)

=) |nvention of the gender talk
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Feminizing
Non-binary Traditional
Selectively gender- ) :
: : - generic masculine
inclusive

- the gender talk

9 *
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Enregisterment
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,processes, whereby distinct forms of speech
come to be socially recognized [...] as indexical

of speaker attributes by a population of language
users” (Agha 2005: 38)
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Spitzmiiller‘s model of metapragmatic

NOSItIoNINe

Akteur 1/2

4 richtet sich aus »

Akteur 2/1

Abbildung 4:
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« richtet sich aus »

Translation on the
next slide e

4 positioniert sich »

Metapragmatische Positionierung
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- Personentypus
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« verkniipft »

- Verhaltenstypus

Spitzmiiller (2013: 273)
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Spitzmiiller‘s model of metapragmatic

positioning >
Z2u

Actor 1 < aligns . Type oD
a Language %
2D use Q
© -
@)

l o

positions Of
conduct
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Language
use

Social register
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Spitzmidiller (2013: 273)
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Corpus

Public radio (Deutschlandfunk)
- 17 broadcasts: 11.2018 — 07.2021
- Debates, interviews, call-in-shows

Newspapers

- Tageszeitung, Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung,
Suddeutsche Zeitung, Welt

- 01.2021 - 05.2021
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Pro gender-inclusive language

Sprachgebrauch
Generic 4%,
masculine VN,

Abbildung 3: Soziales Register
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Personentypus  AfD, CDU, CSU =
Old men
lazy
A
Sy
=
£
¥
Y Fear of giving
unwilling away power
the loudest defensive
also coercive
Verhaltenstypus
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Pro gender-inclusive language

L%V
AT
x'(\& ‘\*(\b“@
w?ﬁo
A
Sprachgebrauch
The gender S,
talk v}) 6{9}.
‘9}5[. “a
@%]

Abbildung 3: Soziales Register
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Contra gender-inclus

Sprachgebrauch
Generic 4%,
masculine VN,

Abbildung 3: Soziales Register
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Contra gender-inclus
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Abbildung 3: Soziales Register
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What Is the use of these constructs?

Primarily a socio-pragmatic one:
The construction/invention of an identifiable
,special language’ enables social positioning

- Affirmation or distancing oneself
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Spitzmiiller‘s model of metapragmatic

positioning >
Z2u

Actor 1 < aligns . Type oD
a Language %
2D use Q
© -
@)

l o

positions Of
conduct
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Actor 1

Language
use

«aligns

Stance triangle, specified to
language use
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Frequent topol — pro

Effectivity
Relevance
Precision
llustration
Truth

09.09.2022
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Frequent topoi — contra

nefficacy

rrelevance

—easibility

Detachment from reality
Coercion

Majority

Emphasis
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Conclusion

Jnvention” of the gender talk allows for social
positioning towards the constructs
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Conclusion
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Jnvention” of the gender talk allows for social
positioning towards the constructs

AND: discursive struggle over the sovereignty
of interpretation of the correct construct
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Conclusion
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Jnvention” of the gender talk allows for social
positioning towards the constructs

AND: discursive struggle over the sovereignty
of interpretation of the correct construct

Debates about language are debates about

iIndexicality and meta-indexicality (. spitzmaiter 2019:
23)
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Outlook

Larger corpus
Guideline-based interviews
Including further planes of analysis
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Genderbezogene Praktiken bei Personenreferenzen:

Diskurs, Grammatik, Kognition
DFG chrgzic:r?gsgememschaﬁ

Thanks to Hannah-Charlotte Brdder, Evelyn Ferstl, Helga Kotthoff,
Damaris Nubling and Lisa Zacharski
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Thank you for your attention!
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