RA-7, Sodium Azide
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Laboratory Procedure and COSHH Risk Assessment

Group:



Assessment identifier:
RA-7
Date of assessment:
July 2013
Date for review:

August 2014
Title of Procedure:
Use of Sodium Azide
Location of Work:


Risk assessment RA-General must be followed at all times
Lab coats and Safety Glasses to be worn.

Section 1 – Description of Hazardous Material and Procedures including controls to be used

Sodium Azide. Signal Word: Danger
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(Hazard statements: H300 Fatal if swallowed. H410 Very toxic to aquatic life with long lasting effects).
Sodium azide is used as a preservative. A 10% stock solution is prepared from which quantities are taken and added to the buffers and antibodies to produce a final concentration of 0.02% Azide. Sodium Azide reacts with some metals to form explosive compounds. 
Do NOT weigh out powder with a metal spatula. Do not dispose down metal drains. Do not contact with acid.
Only very small quantities are used at low final concentration (usually in antibody stocks etc which are then further diluted for use. It is therefore not practical to collect these solutions. Disposal of these final solutions will be via the sink with plenty of water. Stock solution made up in fume cupboard and disposal of powder, stocks or more concentrated solutions must be via specialist disposal route.
SECTION 2 - Review of assessment

The person writing the assessment and the Head of Group must sign off the assessment.
Name of assessor: 




Signature:…………………


Name of Head of Group: 



Signature:…………………

………………………………………………………………………………………..

SECTION 3 - User Declaration 
I have read this laboratory procedure and COSHH risk assessment and understand the risks and the measures that must be taken to control such risks. I will notify the lab manager/head of group of any changes to the methodology described here which may affect the Health & Safety of myself or others. 

	NAME: Please print
	SIGNATURE
	DATE
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